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 What does it mean to follow Jesus …  what does it involve?  In the Gospel we see three 

would-be followers, but they don’t follow.  It is really Jesus’ own actions, and St. Paul’s insights 

from the second reading that help us to understand what Jesus means when He says: Follow me. 

 Let’s look first at the three would be followers.  The first says I will follow you wherever 

you go.  Jesus responds to him: Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, 

but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head.   Jesus can sense that this man’s expectation of 

a life following Him is one of comfort or privilege.  Jesus does not say that following Him is 

done to get something for yourself, or to feel good, or to somehow have God magically fix things 

in your life for you.  Jesus never promises this, yet so many falsely expect this prosperity in 

following the Gospel.   Jesus’ response tells the man that actually it is a life without many of the 

earthly comforts that he seeks.  What is most ironic is that the man says I will follow you 

wherever you go, and Jesus is at that point on His way to Jerusalem and the cross.  This man was 

not what he was saying and not prepared to follow Jesus where He was going - are you? 

 The second would-be follower is asked by Jesus to follow and responds with what seems 

like a reasonable request: Lord, let me go first and bury my father.  Jesus’s response seems a bit 

harsh: Let the dead bury their dead.  But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.  What might 

make this more understandable is to consider what else may be going on here.  In the Jewish 

culture of the day people were buried the same day they died - so potentially this man was only a 

few hours away from being buried - what would it hurt to let him do it?  Some people believe 

that the father might not have died yet, and so the man was really finding a reason to delay his 

entrance to Jesus’ service and mission - this may be what Jesus is reacting to.  “Dad’s got anther 

20 good years in him, it is my duty to burry him, so I’ll catch you after that.”  It is easy to take a 

legitimate obligation and use it as an excuse to delay following Jesus - have you ever done this? 

 The third would-be follower volunteers to follow Jesus, but his heart is not all in it.  He 

asks what seems simple: I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my family at 

home.  What Jesus senses is his attachment to people and things that would take this man away 

from the full dedication to the mission.  What Jesus is asking is urgent, it demands the response 

like that of the Apostles at their fishing boats when they dropped everything and followed Jesus.  



In the larger picture, dropping everything does not mean abandoning family - Peter who dropped 

everything and James and John who left their father in the boat did not cut off family completely 

(Peter even brings Jesus to heal his mother-in-law before having dinner at her house).  It is not an 

abandonment of family, but a placing of the importance of living the Gospel and following Jesus 

above other things.  Sometimes there will be conflicts between what a family member wants or 

demands and what is the law of God - Jesus wants to know if push comes to shove will human 

allegiances and social standards override the Gospel in your life - will they? 

 Like the third Would-be follower, Elisha asks Elijah to be able to say goodbye to his 

family before he goes.   But Elisha does take his commitment seriously and destroys the tools of 

his past life, providing for others in the process.  He can’t abandon his mission and turn back 

now.  Jesus wants such a commitment from all of us.   It must be a complete giving of self, a 

surrender of will to God.  Elisha joins as Elijah’s servant.  The gesture of throwing his mantle 

over Elisha is to take possession of him as one possesses a slave.  Elisha responds by accepting 

the mantle and giving himself fully to the service - he allows his will to be directed by Elijah. 

 This is what Jesus asks of us.  Not the form of slavery in which one person possesses 

another and holds them against their will, but a slavery, a service, freely accepted.  This slavery 

in which we are held against our will is found in so many of the things we give ourselves to.  We, 

with great pride, speak about doing it our way and doing what we want - not realizing that we are 

allowing ourselves to be enslaved.  St. Paul says: For you were called for freedom, brothers and 

sisters.  But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh … so that you may not[be 

able to] do what you want.  The free surrender of ourselves to Jesus is not the slavery that forces 

you, it is freely chosen.  Unlike the would-be followers in the Gospel, it is not undertaken to get 

something for self, it is not something that we do if we get around to it, and it is not something 

that gets pushed aside because of social conventions.  It is like the surrender of Mary who gave 

herself freely to God’s plan, it is like Jesus who, as we read in Philippians: … was in the form of 

God, [yet] did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave … becoming obedient to the point of death.  Being a slave freely 

entering that service to God is much different that being forced into servitude by a human, or 

controlled by the pressures of our own lusts or the pressures of society.  Jesus calls not to be 

lukewarm or would-be followers, but to offer our whole selves as slaves in God’s possession - in 

a way that is hard for some to understand - this is actually the route to true freedom.


